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In the claims : 

The application claims are indicated below. 

1 . (Currently amended) A method of controlling a message sent from a 
message source to a message receiving device using a gateway, the method 
comprising: 

transmitting a data unit associated with the message from the message 
source to the gateway; 

determining whether the message source has exceeded a threshold value 
associated with sending messages; an4 

transmitting a response signal from the gateway to the message source 
indicating an error if the message source has exceeded the threshold value;_and 

log ging in the gateway all events associated with determining whether the 
message sonrra has exceeded the thres hold value, including logging the time, 
message source subject to throttle cont r ol- number of messages rejected, and 
throttle control limit . 

2. (Previously presented) The method of claim 1 , further comprising 
rejecting further messages transmitted from the message source to the gateway 
when the determining step indicates that the message source has exceeded the 
threshold value. 

3. (Previously presented) The method of claim i, wherein transmitting 
the response signal further comprises transmitting a command status signal 
indicating a throttling error. 

4. (Previously presented) The method of claim 1, further comprising 
transmitting the message from the gateway to a destination message center if 
the determining step indicates that the message source has not exceeded the 
threshold value. 

5. (Cancelled) 
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6. (Cancelled) 

7. (Previously presented) The method of claim 1, further comprising 
signaling an alarm when the threshold limit is exceeded by a message source. 

8. (Original) The method of claim 7, wherein the alarm includes a time, a 
message source subject to throttle control, number of messages rejected, and 
threshold value. 

9. (Original) The method of claim 8, wherein the threshold value is a 
throttle control limit. 

10. (Original) The method of claim 3, wherein the command status signal 
indicating a throttling error further instructs the message source to reduce a 
message sending rate. 

11. (Previously presented) The method of claim 7, further comprising 
transmitting an alarm from the message source to the gateway after the message 
source receives the alarm indicating that the threshold limit is exceeded by a 
message source. 

12. (Original) The method of claim 1 1 , wherein the alarm transmitted 
from the message source to the gateway further comprises a destination 
gateway name, a message rate when it received the throttle error signal, and a 
new message rate. 

1 3. (Currently amended) A method of providing throttle control in a 
gateway between a message source and a destination message center, the 
method comprising: 

receiving a message from a message source at the gateway; 
determining whether the message source has exceeded a throttle control 
limit; an4 

transmitting a throttling error to the message source if the message source 
has exceeded the throttle control limit according to the determining step; 



PAGE 5/8 ' RCVD AT 3/31/2005 5:39:19 PM [Eastern Standard Time] ' SVR:USPT0{FXRF-1/3 ' DWS:8729306 1 CSID:5032497068 * DURATION (mnws):0344 



83/31/2885 14:37 50324970B8 



IPSOLON 



PAGE 86 



PATENT 

Atty Docket No. 1271-014/MMM 

jnv ^:^ ^-h.o rnntrr,! if the ma ^a* source has exceeded the throttle 
mntrol limit ar.nnrriina to th* H^tprtr|jpinn step: and 

B ^ri rt1 a thmttlP r.ontrol nn a ner message source basis in the, 
gateway . 

1 4. (Previously presented) The method of providing throttle control of 
claim 13, further comprising reducing a message sending rate from the message 
source after receiving the throttling error. 

15. (Cancelled) 

16. (Currently amended) The method of providing throttle control of eteim 
45 claim 13 , wherein the throttle control further comprises rejecting messages 
transmitted by the message source to the gateway while the message source is 
transmitting messages at a rate exceeding the throttle control limit. 

17. (Original) The method of providing throttle control of claim 16, 
wherein the throttle control limit is approximately between 0.1 messages per 
second and 500 messages per second. 

18. (Cancelled) 

19. (Previously presented) The method of providing throttle control of 
claim 13, further comprising routing the message, to a message center if the 
determining step determines that the throttle control limit is not exceeded. 

20. (Previously presented) The method of providing throttle control of 
claim 13, further comprising logging all throttle control events to an event log. 

21 . (Currently amended) The method of providing throttle control of eteim 
45 claim 13 . further comprising issuing an alarm from the gateway to the 
message source when throttle control is invoked. 

22. (Original) The method of providing throttle control of claim 21 , 
wherein issuing an alarm further comprises providing a time, the message source 
subject to throttle control, a number of messages rejected and the throttle control 
limit. 
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23. (Currently amended) The method o f p rov id i n g Um illlr co ntr o l o f r him 
^.-further comprising ) a ***** of providing throttle control in a gateway 
haLnan a messp o, * «n,.m» and a destination message center, the method 
c omprising: 

rar^iv/inn a messag e fmm a messes *™w at the gateway; 
^^inih i whether the r "«**»"e source has exceeded a throttle dontro| 

limit; 

frengmittinn a throttling ^rmr to the message source if the message source 
hm exceeded the throttle control limit acc o rding to the determining step ; 

i«..lnn an alarm ftnm win oatewav to the message s ource when throttle 
control is Invoked: and 

issuing a message source alarm from the message source to the gateway 
when the message source receives the throttling error. 

24. (Original) The method of providing throttle control of claim 23, 
wherein the message source alarm provides a gateway name, a message rate of 
the message source when the throttle error was received, and a new message 
rate. 

25. (Cancelled) 
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